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My life in art began at age 2 or 3 with crayons on paper, and I’'m
interested to realize that in many ways | have circled back to
variations on these very basic materials. By college my work had
evolved into abstractions based on landscape rendered in chalk
pastel on paper, and for the past couple of decades I've been
working primarily in oil on canvas.

A few years ago on a solo trip to Amsterdam | brought only paper
and colored pencils, and thus began a re-investigation into the
wonders of paper as substrate. A trip last year to Kiff’'s Oaxaca
introduced me to different kinds of handmade paper. I've found that
each type of paper asks for different drawing or painting materials as
well as a more spontaneous approach from what’s required in oil
painting.

My oil paintings are representational, diving deeply into the look and
feel of light in interior and exterior spaces. Each painting starts with
a rough sketch on the canvas and develops over many layers and
many weeks, often altering radically from the original set of

ideas. The abstract works on paper come about much more
spontaneously, though they too are added to and altered over

time. They start with no preconceived plan, and each “move”
suggests what needs to happen next. They are often inspired by
elements in my environment: birdsong, cobbles, weaving, plants,
stars, architecture.

Kiff and | are longtime friends. Our work, different as it is from each
others', has always jostled along in easy companionship. It’s been a
thrill to discover that with paper the companionship has evolved into



extended conversation between our works about texture, color,
shape, and ideas.

Many thanks to Margy for bringing Kiff’s and my work together for
this exhibition!



